Committee Report 2004 AGM

Welcome to the second Annual General Meeting of the St Ronan’s Piping Society and this, your committees report for the year past, 2003.

Administration

The committee has met regularly since the last AGM. It has dealt with the business of the society in what has proved to be another challenging yet rewarding year. Financially the society has had a good year as the accounts show. On the business side, the highlights of the year were as follows:

· Establishment of the society’s website - the society has had a presence on the World Wide Web since August when the website went live. There have been 600+ hits on the website since it went live. The committee extends its thanks to Jason Lafferty of Scotia Web Design for his good work connected to the website. The committee sees this as a vital marketing tool for the society and its championships. The construction of the website was made possible by a grant from Direct Grants, to whom the committee extends their thanks.

· Increased Membership – there has been an increase in individual memberships since the last AGM. This is encouraging, and the committee would like to see this trend continue.

· Increased Income – an extra grade of competition was added to the championships, for which new sponsors were found. Additionally income from donations and grants greatly increased.

· Larger contest programme – the contest programme was expanded to a 50 page format this year. Extra articles and information was included in this years programme.

· Increased Grant Income – in addition to the award from Direct Grants mentioned above, the society was in receipt of grants from the Scottish Borders Council Community Support fund and from Awards for All. The Awards for All grant was received late in the year and will be put to use on equipment expenditure.

The 2nd St Ronan’s Pipe Band Championships and Drum Majors Contest

The major purpose of the society is to organise and hold the St Ronan’s Pipe Band Championships. The second championships were held on Sunday 8 June 2003, two months earlier than the previous year. The change was necessary because there were no free dates in the August calendar for 2003. The venue was once again in Victoria Park, Innerleithen. This years Chieftain was Dr RL Cumming who performed his duties splendidly, as did our MC Mr Douglas Patterson. There was an entry of twelve bands for the Grade 4 contest and eight bands for the Grade 3 contest. The vast majority of bands were from the RSPBA Lothian & Borders Branch area. The choice of contest date may have adversely affected entries in that it was the start of Hawick Common Riding Week and Lanimers at Lanark, which meant that Hawick PB and various Lanarkshire bands that probably would have entered the contest were unable to do so. The contest itself went off without a hitch and several good performances were heard throughout the day by a large and appreciative audience. The committee offers its congratulations to all participants and hopes that they will return year on year. The weather was again unkind to us but, unlike last year, it did not prevent us from holding the street parade which was well received by the large crowds on the street.

Looking ahead to 2004

The committee has already started planning for the third St Ronan’s Pipe Band Championships. This year’s event will be held on Saturday 19 June. Permission has already been received from the Royal Scottish Pipe Band Association to hold the event, which will include a Grade 2 contest in addition to the events already held. Other organisational matters are in hand, with requests for sponsorship and membership renewals already issued. This years planning has been held up slightly because of the delay in approval being received from the RSPBA National Council, the meeting only being held on 6 December. However, the committee expects to be back on schedule very soon. The committee expects a good entry for the third St Ronan’s Pipe Band Championships as there is no conflicting events in the Common Riding schedule and the contest is on a Saturday for the first time. In future years it is expected that this date will be the week prior to a Major Championships which may prove to be a further boost to numbers. The committee is also actively looking at setting up a “sub-committee” purely for the purpose of setting up and dismantling the contest venue on the day of the event. This work is currently done by the seven man committee in addition to everything else that is done before during and after the contest.

If any society member wishes to stand for the committee, please put yourself forward at the appropriate point in the meeting. New blood and new ideas are always welcome.

The committee notes with sadness the passing of Mrs. Chrissie Euman in late December 2003. Chrissie had been a member of the Society since its inception in 2002.

In conclusion the committee would like to wish all members sponsors advertisers, stallholders and all others connected with the Society a happy and prosperous 2004. 

The committee would like to congratulate the winning bands and Drum Majors:

GRADE FOUR


1st place, Lodge 856 Social Club Jubilee Trophy
BO’NESS RBL

2nd place, A&A Caldwell Jubilee Cup
PENICUIK & DISTRICT

3rd place, St Ronan’s Hotel Jubilee Cup
DUNS RBL

4th place, Wullie Hamilton Memorial trophy
GLENCORSE

Best Drum Corps, Innerleithen PB Quaich
BO’NESS RBL

Best Bass Section, Innerleithen Union Club Quaich
TWEEDVALE

Best N/J Band not in prize list, Joyce Gordon Memorial Shield
CRAIGMOUNT N/J




GRADE THREE


1st place, Robert Scott Memorial Trophy
DUNS RBL

2nd place, Peebles Ex-servicemen’s PB Ladies Committee Trophy
TWEEDVALE

3rd place, DJR Homes Trophy
BO’NESS RBL

4th place, William McEwan Memorial Trophy
GLENCORSE

Best Drum Corps,
BO’NESS RBL

Best Bass Section,
TWEEDVALE

Best Juvenile Band
CRAIGMOUNT HS




ADULT DRUM MAJORS


1st
W. JORDAN
2nd
G. CRAIG

3rd
K. FORBES
4th
A.LYON




JUVENILE DRUM MAJORS


1st
A. MORTON
2nd
S. STEWART

3rd
I. BURNS
4th
L. STEWART




BEST BAND ALONG HIGH STREET
STOW




The committee would like to thank the following individuals and organisations for their help and assistance in putting on the 2nd St Ronan’s Pipe Band Championships:

Individual Members
Corporate Members
Sponsors
Advertisers
Others

Sandy Allen
AS Mill
Lodge St Ronan’s 856 Social Club
Vale of Leithen Social Club
Scottish Borders Council Community Award Fund

Jessie Allen
Andrew Currie
A&A Caldwell
Abacus Signs
Vale of Leithen FC

Ian Anderson
D Harrison Ltd
St Ronan’s Hotel
St Ronan’s Tattoo
Leithen Rovers FC

Fieona Anderson
DR Carpets
The Hamilton Family
Janet’s Cut & Sew
Ex-Standard Bearers Association

Emily Anderson
Duncan Keddie
Alwyn &Justine Gordon

Scottish Borders Council Parks Department

Callum Anderson
Ex-Standard Bearers Association
Innerleithen Pipe Band

Lothian And Borders Police

Keith Belleville
John Schaedler
Innerleithen Union Club

Scottish Borders Council Roads Department

Maureen Britton
Lothian Borders & Angus Co-operative Society
Tweedside Hotel

Mr John Robertson

Trevor Britton
Mike Todd Car Sales
Peebles Ex-servicemen’s PB Ladies Committee

Patricia McCallum

J. Bullivant
Music Machine Mobile Disco
DJR Homes

RSPBA Lothian & Borders Branch

Mrs Bullivant
Nick Jardine
Morag & Alasdair McKenna

Peebles Beltane Committee

Mike Burns
Nicol Keddie
Jo Collins

Innerleithen Walkerburn & Traquair Rotary

Margaret Cockburn
Scott Motors
Tweedvale Pipe Band

Music Machine Mobile Disco

Jimmy Cockburn
Terry McCormick
Iron Mountain

Stuart Horsburgh, Abacus Signs

Caroline Connor
The James Rosie Partnership
Film Fun

Bill Bruce, Tannadice Trophies

David Coulter
Traquair Hotel
Scott’s Corner

Dr RL Cumming

Ann Coulter
Glendinning Groundworks
Alba Taxis

Mr Douglas Patterson

Colin Cox

Keith Belleville



Jim Docherty





Lyn Docherty





Chrissie Euman





Bob Euman





Ryan Gilchrist





George Gilchrist





Ian Gillie





Individual Members
Corporate Members
Sponsors
Advertisers
Others

Jean Gillie





Charles Gray





Charlie Gray





Mary Gray





Dorothy Gray





Bruce Hamilton





Rhiann Hamilton





Ann Hamilton





Jim Hamilton





Colin Hancock





David Hardie





Ronnie Laidlaw





David Lindsay





Linda McCafferty





Dod McEwan





Kenny McPherson





Linda Ridley





Mr C. Wilson





Mrs A Wilson





Norman Donald





Sally Donald





Jack Purvis





Douglas Patterson





