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St Ronan’s Piping Society

Scottish Charity No 033114

NEWSLETTER

APRIL  2005
Volume 1, Number 3

Why not drop us a line or an article which we could incorporate into the next Newsletter.

Why not become a member?

Individual £5

Corporate £50

Diary Dates

Coffee Morning, Vale Club

9th April 2005.

Draw for Championships, Vale Club 8.30pm 16th May 2005

Championships 18th June 2005

Just want to help?

If you are interested in helping the Piping Society in any capacity, contact one of the committee members below for more information.

Secretary

Charles Gray

St Ronan’s Piping Society

14 Crookston Place

Peebles

EH45 9AL

TEL:          01721 724279

Email:

Secretary

@stronanspipingsociety.org 

Treasurer

Jimmy Cockburn

St Ronan’s Piping Society

140 Tweedholm Avenue

Walkerburn

EH43 6AS

TEL:           01896 870324

Email:  t@stronanspipingsociety.org

President

Bruce Hamilton

St Ronan’s Piping Society

23 Craig Terrace

Innerleithen

EH44 6LU

TEL: 01896 831137

E-mail:

piperhammy@fsmail.net

We’re on the Web!

stronanspipingsociety.org

******STOP PRESS*******

Why not log onto RSPBA Lothian and Borders Branch new web site at

www.rspba-landb.org
See the improvements

Congratulations to Jason Lafferty for yet another well overdue job completed. 
Welcome Note

Welcome to our third Newsletter. Work is well ahead of schedule for our 4th Innerleithen Pipe Band Championships to be held on Saturday 18th June 2005.  The committee members have been putting in a lot of behind the scenes work to ensure that this year’s championships will be bigger and better than ever.  Entry forms have now been issued to bands and the draw will take place in Vale of Leithen Social Club on Monday 16th May at 8.30pm to which everyone is welcome, as we are always looking for volunteers to draw the balls so we don’t get the blame for the order of play on the day! Only joking. We are also very pleased that we have complied with our initial agreement that sponsors would be considered for the position of Chieftain.  As you will see from our diary dates we are holding a coffee morning on Saturday 9th April and would appreciate your support as last years events incurred expenditure in excess of £11,000, and this year we have an extra Grade to cover and also extra costs for Judges due to following the RSPBA recommendations for this years championship due to it falling a week before the European Championships.

Best Wishes, The Committee

2005 CHAMPIONSHIPS
The 2005 Championships are well underway now.  This year’s championships will be a little different in that we have been asked to make the Playing requirements the same as those required by the European Championships the following week. We have also been asked by the RSPBA Lothian and Borders Branch if we would be happy to follow the Judging protocol as well in that we have 2 piping, 1 drumming and 1 ensemble judge to adjudicate each Grade, therefore giving all the Bands a good run out the week before the Major.  We have stated that as promoters of the Innerleithen Championships we are willing to give this a try and hope that the Bands that enter agree with our decision.  We are also proud to announce that all sponsorships for the new Novice Juvenile Competition have now been taken up and all other Grade sponsors have come up trumps again.  It is so gratifying to know that you can rely on the sponsors each year as without them the championships would not be able to continue. For a small town like Innerleithen to have a Pipe Band Competition with Prize money in excess of £3,500 it shows that the town’s folk and businesses are happy with what the Society is trying to achieve.
ADVERTISERS

If anyone would like to advertise in our souvenir program please contact our secretary Charles ASAP, £50 for full (A5 Type) page, £25 for half page and £15 for quarter page. 

CHIEFTAIN 2005

The Piping Society is proud to announce that their Chieftain for the 2005 Championships will be Mr. Andrew Caldwell.  Andy is a well known figure in Innerleithen and has sponsored the Innerleithen Pipe Band Championships since its inception, sponsoring 2nd place in the Grade 4 competition. We are sure that Andy will have a very enjoyable day among the piping & drumming fraternity and will also be hoping for some good weather which is now well over due!

A Sponsors Story

After our first Newsletter, one of the things we were asked to include was an interview of some sort, after a long think! What better way to deal with this than start and get some stories from our Sponsors, whom without their support we would not be where we are today.  Our first Story is from Jack Purvis, sponsor of 3rd Place Grade 2.

Jack was born in Jubilee Road, Walkerburn, on 13th October 1927.  He takes over the story from here.  “I attended Walkerburn School from 1932-1941 and my first job was an apprentice engineer and blacksmith with the “Black Squad” in he local mill, my hours of work were from 6am to 5.45pm week days, and 6am until 12 on Saturday’s with one hour off for breakfast each day 8am till 9am and one hour for lunch 1230 – 1330pm, actual working hours were 541/4 per week for which I was paid seven shillings and fourpence, roughly 35p per week in today’s money.  I stayed in this job for 2 years then packed it in after a very heated dispute with the Chief Engineer and Boss of the “Black Squad” the famous and “Strict” George Philip Ewing.  The dispute was about me catching salmon and sea trout in the mill lade below the turbines, (during my breakfast hour).  I then worked at the Glen sawmill which employed about 40 people including about 20 Land Army Girls (Timber Corps), after about a year the work at the Glen was starting to run down and I was asked to transfer to Arniston Estate near Gorebridge, this meant having to live in a bothy on my own, a wee wooden hut with no mod-cons, just a stove, bed, table and chair, I built my own sink which consisted of a plank of wood over the burn outside the hut, I was allowed home every second weekend, we had to look after the two horses on alternate weekends which meant a cycle run of approx 22 miles back to Walkerburn on a Saturday afternoon and up at 5am on a Sunday morning to bike up Leithen road and over the granites to reach my bothy and feed the horse and be passing the sawmill office at 8am, I have to admit, it was not a picnic, but I had to stick with it, as it was classified as essential work at that time, being employed by “The Ministry of Home Grown Timber Production” and the only way to escape, was to join the Army or apply to work in the Coal Mines, so I joined up when I was 17 and did my training at Blackdown Camp near Aldershot.  After 7 months Infantry training as potential Officers and NCOs we were posted to our units, I went to he Gordon Highlanders at Bridge of Don, Aberdeen and was on an NCOs Cadre when I was “Ambushed” by Pipe Major Anderson who had heard I was a piper and needed pipers in the depot band.  I started learning the pipes with Jimmy Stirling for a Scout pipe Band when I was twelve.  Later the ATC band was formed and tutored by Airch Euman who taught me a lot about piping and music when I regularly went to his home in Peebles for tuition.  After a while in Aberdeen I was unfortunate to be caught poaching salmon in the river Don just about 2 miles from the sea, I had been doing quite well going out on a Saturday and Sunday in daylight and getting the fish as they moved up the river at low tide, but it did not last, the bailiffs did not press charges, but I was posted to France, then to the Middle East, Egypt, Palestine and later to the 2nd Gordon’s in Tripoli, Libya, “quite a good tour at the King’s Expense”.  In the Pipes and Drums of HQ Company it was very enjoyable and a good crown, with “Free Whisky” every time you played in the Officers Mess.  I went to serve on the Kings Guard at Balmoral where again I could tell you another story of my poaching adventures on the Kings Land! but will lent from this, instead I was so proud when I was asked to play seconds on the lawn for the beating of Retreat we had to put on for the whole Royal Family”.  I’ll leave it there for the moment.

Thanks to Jack for that, and we can’t wait until his book comes out !
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       CAPTION COMPETITION          






To add a bit of fun to the Newsletter we are offering a bottle of Whisky for the best caption sent in to accompany the picture on the right.  The picture is of Mr. Andy Lyon on Peebles High Street.  Captions should be sent by post or email to the Secretary by 15th May.  A Bottle of Whisky goes to the best printable caption.  Photo and winning caption will go onto the Web Site.
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